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OUR MISSION: 
Encountering Christ in our 
Catholic faith through living, 
learning and serving.

OUR VISION:
Inspire and prepare the heart, 
soul and mind of future 
generations to radiate the 
Light of Christ.
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- Encountering Christ
- Cultivating Virtues
- Inspiring Christ-like 

Relationships
- Academic Excellence
- Safe Environment

1025 North 2nd Street
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58501
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701-354-7067
Mission Advancement Offi  ce
701-354-1226

Register your email at
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view our campaign 
videos and follow 
the progress of our 
construction projects!
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SMCHS seniors in front of the new 
St. Mary’s Central High School

MessagePresident’s

As we refl ect on this school year, we are fi lled with 
gratitude for the many blessings given to Light of 
Christ Catholic Schools. 2019-20 has been a historic 
year with new spaces and many fi rsts.

We had grand opening and dedication ceremonies at 
SMCHS and St. Mary’s Grade School and construction 
continues for the addition at Saint Anne School. These new homes for our students and staff  are 
the work of hundreds of people, over the past four years. We are grateful for the dedication of 
those with the incredible vision that have made these spaces a reality.

Coronavirus has changed our lives…
It has not changed our mission.
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has aff ected every aspect of our lives and community. On March 25, 
Light of Christ Catholic Schools launched one of the fi rst distance learning programs in our 
region. It is successful because God has guided our plans every step of the way. THANK YOU to 
our teachers, students, families, staff , friends and donors. Together, we continued our educational 
mission! Learn more at lightofchristschools.org/distance-learning-plan.
 
With diligence and prayer, we will rise from the Coronavirus pandemic and come out stronger, 
full of faith and gratitude. We ask that you prayerfully consider a gift to assist us during 
this time. Lost revenue and an increase in tuition assistance needs for our families from this 
COVID-19 situation will result in a projected negative fi nancial impact of roughly $350,000 on 
Light of Christ Catholic Schools. To make a pledge or donation to our annual fund, please visit 
lightofchristschools.org/donate-to-annual-campaign.

Light of Christ Catholic Schools is entering a new phase, toward strategic planning and beyond 
immediate needs. This is an exciting time for us to streamline processes and procedures in many 
key areas. And, it is a good time to look back on all that we have accomplished, together.
 
Inside this edition of Spirit, you will fi nd some pages fi lled with charts and graphs.
Moving forward, you can expect to see an Annual Report like this from us each year. For this fi rst 
edition, we are comparing some numbers from the founding of Light of Christ in 2012 to the 
current budget of 2019-20. We hope this information off ers a fresh perspective on the fi nancial 
viability of our school district and helps to explain the ways we have grown enrollment, increased 
teacher and staff  salaries, invested in our buildings and curriculum and continue to plan for the 
future of our schools.
 
We still need your help to fi nish our capital campaign of $46.5 million. Every donation or 
pledge gets us closer to our goal – and our $1 MILLION MATCH eff ort continues. Please visit 
keepthepromise.net to begin a monthly pledge or make a one-time donation to support our 
schools.

All of us have experienced a wide range of emotions living in the midst of this pandemic.
Our schools have allowed our faith to calm our fears. Thank you for being a part of Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools. We are grateful for your generosity and ask for your continued prayers.
 
Our mission remains the same! 
Thank you for living it with us.
 
 
Peace,

Gerald T. Vetter
Light of Christ Catholic Schools President



A group of generous donors has blessed our campaign with a pledge to match all campaign 
donations and pledges up to $1 MILLION! Make your pledge now to maximize your donation.

$1 MILLION MATCH

Pledge online:

keepthepromise.net
Email:

pledge@keepthepromise.net

Call or Text:  
Jon: 701-955-0115
Toby: 701-220-1507
Gerald: 701-354-7067
Offi  ce: 701-354-1226

$1 MILLION pledged + $1 MILLION matched = $2 MILLION raised for our schools!
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Generous donors have pledged $44 million
            of our $46.5 million Keep the Promise Campaign goal.

T hank You!

Students, Kindergarten through Seniors, attended the unveiling of the golden statue of Mary on top of the Our Lady of Victory Chapel.
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The beloved 1025 N 2nd Street 
campus is now St. Mary’s 
Academy for grades 6-8. We 
are grateful for the incredible 
eff orts from our teachers 
and staff , who have made 
this building a beautiful and 
inviting home for our middle 
school students. After years 
of sharing the gyms, music 
rooms and classroom spaces, 
it is wonderful to give our 
students and teachers their 
own spaces again! There’s a 
new SM Saints painted on the 
hallway between the two gyms, 
because this school will always 
be the home of the SAINTS!

St. Mary’s Central High School

St. Mary’s Academy

AUDITORIUM UPDATE
We offi  cially opened and dedicated the Myron Atkinson & 
T. Clem Casey Fine Arts Center and the William J. Schmidt 
Auditorium, through the generosity of Al & Karen Wolf on 
Monday, February 24.

CHAPEL UPDATE
Construction continues on Our Lady of 
Victory Chapel at the new SMCHS.
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Cathedral Teacher explains the new
Light of Christ Master Curriculum Task Force Teams

The Light of Christ Catholic Schools model for 
continuous improvement includes a Master 
Curriculum Task Force Team of K-12 teachers 
from all schools and the administration to 
examine student performance data, to design 
and implement instruction and monitor results. 
The inaugural task force teams were established 
last year to review mathematics and religious 
studies.

Cathedral teacher Catherine Gibbens is a 
member of the Math Task Force and recently 
described how being a part of this project has 
been helpful in her classroom.
 
“Being a part of the Math Task Force Team has 
been a challenging, yet rewarding experience. 
It has given me the opportunity to dive deeply 
into the state standards while also examining 
our school system’s academic performance 
in math in comparison to the state and district benchmarks. I have been involved in conversations that are thought-
provoking and will guide teachers to provide materials and resources for students that is real-life and based on

21st century skills. The collaboration that has taken place, 
the amount of time that my colleagues have put in to ensure 
best instruction and success for students in Light of Christ 
is an amazing process to witness and be a part of. Being a 
member of this group has caused me to refl ect upon my 
own instruction and ‘tweak’ it as I go. I have learned what 
my students excel at, as well as the areas I can assist them in 
growing in as the year progresses,” said Gibbens.
 

She continued, “I have learned from the conversations that have taken place in the last year, learned from the data of 
our state assessments and STAR 360 results. Pulling together all of this data collectively and starting a document that is 
cohesive and consistent between all of Light of Christ is crucial for success in our system. To have common language, a 
common curriculum, making sure all of our standards are being met and that the gaps are being closed are conversations 
that need to take place among all math teachers. This is the fi rst time those conversations have taken place in a consistent 

manner over a consistent period of time, and it 
has created a sense of understanding and trust 
among teachers from kindergarten to high 
school. We have truly come together as a team 
to provide the best possible resources for our 
fellow teachers, in order that they in turn might 
provide the best possible instruction for our 
students.”

The next task force to be formed will be
English/Language Arts.

Special thanks to our task force teachers and 
teams for leading this incredible eff ort for all of
our schools!

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary

We have truly come together as a team 
to provide the best possible resources 
for our fellow teachers, in order that 
they in turn might provide the best 
possible instruction for our students.



Light of Christ Catholic Schools  |  Spirit Newsletter06

NEW ADDITION
St. Mary’s Grade School opened the new addition 
this school year. This beautiful new space 
includes fi ve classrooms for Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten, a music classroom and library. 

NEW TURF
For the fi rst time ever, St. Mary’s Grade School students 
have a green turf to play on at recess! For many years, 
students have been playing sports and games on the 
parking lot pavement, but this year they are enjoying the 
freedom to run and play together on this amazing new turf 
– and there are reports of less scraped knees this year!

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Construction continues on Saint Anne School to add seven 
new classrooms! All mechanical work is done, the windows are 
being installed and the sheetrock work begins soon. This project 
connects the school and church buildings. We look forward to 
opening the new addition this fall.

Saint Anne School

St. Mary’s Grade School
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Light of Christ Catholic Schools

ANNUAL REPORT
Overview of Annual Operating Budget

2019-20 REVENUE

2019-20 EXPENSES
7%

11%

82%

23%

15%

62%
Tuition/Fees - 62%

Parish/Diocesan Subsidy - 23%

Fundraising/Other - 15%

Wages/Benefi ts - 82%

Facilities/Maintenance - 7%

Educational/Other Materials - 11%

Total Budget

2019-20:   $10.29 Million
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In 2013, Light of Christ employed 140 
people. Today, we have 203 employees! 
In addition, a great deal of eff ort has 
gone into increasing employee wages 
and benefi ts. The teacher base salary has 
increased 24% since 2012.

The chart below shows the incredible enrollment growth we have experienced since Light of Christ was formed in 2012.

Light of Christ Catholic Schools

ANNUAL REPORT

Wages and 
Benefi ts Growth

Enrollment Growth

  2012-13 2019-20 % Increase

Number of Students (Pre-K - Grade 12) 1,042 1,375 +32%

Number of Families (Pre-K - Grade 12) 552 739 +34%

Number of Elementary School Classrooms (Pre-K-Grade 5) 24 40 +67%

Size of Kindergarten Class (3 schools) 76 106 +40%

24%
Teacher 
Salary

Increase

Full time faculty 
positions added 
since 201220 Full time aide 

positions added 
since 201211

Employee Growth
2013 140 EMPLOYEES

2019 203 EMPLOYEES
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There are three sources of funding to cover the actual costs of educating a student: tuition, parish/diocesan investments 
and the funds that are raised through our partnerships and annual appeals. Due to the generosity and commitment of 
our Bismarck Catholic parishes, nearly every student receives a subsidy to attend Light of Christ Catholic Schools.

We believe all families who desire a Catholic education for their child should have that opportunity. Our need-based 
Tuition Assistance is available for those who qualify based upon income table parameters and then complete an 
application process. Each year, we award nearly $520,000 in tuition assistance. In the 2019-20 school year, Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools awarded tuition assistance to 116 families who have 243 students.

Average Cost to Educate a Student (Per K-12 Student)

Tuition Assistance

In 2012-13, we fundraised $370,000 and today, we raise more than $1.43 million  
for our annual budget. That’s a 286% increase in eight years.

Fundraising

Fiscal Year Total Gifts Total Amount of Gifts Unique # of Alumni

2015-16 547 $582,845 324

2016-17 515 $784,983 264

2017-18 872 $1,676,191 273

2018-19 931 $603,506 353

2019-20 YTD* 668 $847,259 194

Average 707 $898,957 282

*As of 3/11/20

286%
Fundraising

Increase
$370,000 in 

2012 to
$1.43 Million

in 2019

It is very important to note that these annual 
fundraising dollars are in addition to the $46.5 Million 
Capital Campaign. These annual fundraising dollars 
need to be raised each year to keep our educational 
programming vibrant and our tuition rates aff ordable.

Capital Campaign Gift s Per Year

Average Cost to Educate 2015-16 2019-20

Average Minimum Tuition Paid by Each Student $3,442 $4,315

Average Parish/Diocesan Investment Per Student $1,983 $1,692

Average Need Per Student From Annual Fundraising $431 $1,296

Average Cost to Educate a Light of Christ Student $5,855 $7,303



Sponsor a locker or seat to support athletics, academics or fi ne arts.
Visit keepthepromise.net to sponsor a seat in your name or in memory of a loved one.

SPONSOR A SEAT OR LOCKER 
AT THE NEW SMCHS!

Use the form below to donate to the Keep Promise campaign or donate online now at

keepthepromise.net

$1,500
SMCHS Boys or Girls Athletic Locker 

$500
Auditorium Seat or Academic Locker  

$250
Gymnasium or Stadium Seat   

(Secure your locker now and you might be able to put 
your name on the locker number you had in high school!)

Mail to:
Light of Christ Catholic Schools
Attn: Mission Advancement
1025 N. 2nd Street, Bismarck, ND 58501Donate Online Now: keepthepromise.net

I/We pledge to support Light of Christ Catholic Schools through the Keep the Promise Capital Campaign
A contribution in the sum of $_________________________is pledged by_________________________.

Approximate gift date(s):____________________________

Signature _______________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State_____________________Zip ____________________
Phone __________________________________________
E-mail __________________________________________

_______Annual Gift             _______Semi Annual Gift            _______Quarterly Gift           _______Monthly Gift

Gifts toward this pledge will be made over   1   3   5   year(s)   (circle chosen option)
This pledge is made in good faith. While I understand it is not a legally binding contract, it is my/our intention to fulfi ll this pledge as stated above. If, for unknown reasons 
this pledge cannot be fulfi lled, I will notify Light of Christ Catholic Schools and continue to pray for the success of the Keep the Promise Campaign.

Thank you for your commitment to the future
of Catholic education in Bismarck!
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If you or your company are interested in this unique sponsorship opportunity, please call or text:

to our corporate partners!
T hank You

Toby Schweitzer:             
701-220-1507   
tschweitzer@lightofchristschools.org

Jon Herold:                        
701-955-0115                    
jonherold@lightofchristschools.org

Silver Partners

Gold Partners

Platinum Partners

Bronze Partners

We depend on our local businesses to take a vested 
interest in the success of our students. As a way to 
thank you, we off er a variety of unique branding 
and marketing opportunities to reach our families, 
staff , alumni and donors. Our families are proud to 
support the businesses that support our schools.



1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

LIGHTOFCHRISTSCHOOLS.ORG

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is now open!

Call 354-7067
Schedule a private tour or shadow day

Apply online now:

lightofchristschools.org

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary
Saint Anne School
St. Mary’s Grade School
Pre-Kindergarten, Age 3 - half day, M-W-F, or T-H
Pre-Kindergarten, Ages 4-5 - half day or full day, M-F
Kindergarten - Grade 5

St. Mary’s Academy
Grades 6-8

St. Mary’s Central High School
Grades 9-12

From all of us at Light of 
Christ Catholic Schools… Happy Easter!
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